
Charlottesville Sustainable Agriculture Internship 2016 

 
 

“No occupation is so delightful to me as the culture of the earth, and no culture comparable to that of the garden.” 
--Thomas Jefferson 

 
 
ABOUT THE PROGRAM  
The Charlottesville Sustainable Agriculture Internship offers a unique opportunity for two 
interns to learn about sustainable farming and community gardening through active 
engagement. Interns will learn about sustainable vegetable production as summer managers 
for the U.Va. Community Garden. Additionally, they will participate in production for profit at 
Bellair Farm. Bellair Farm is a beautiful 853-acre estate with 30 acres in organic vegetable 
production, just 11 miles south of downtown Charlottesville. Interns will be involved in all 
aspects of both gardening and farming operations as well as receive a “crash course” in 
organic agriculture at Bellair. Interns will gain practical skills in organic gardening and farming 
in addition to cultivating a greater understanding of the interconnectedness of our food 
system and the importance of agriculture for a sustainable future. The internship runs for 12 
weeks from mid-May to mid-August at 25 to 30 hours per week.  
 
Internship Components 
 
Management, U.Va. Community Garden (~10 hours per week)  

1. Oversee crop rotation and planning, bed preparation, planting, watering, weeding, 
compost system management, and harvesting. 

2. Coordinate volunteer workdays and other community-building events (e.g. potlucks). 
3. Maintain a gardener’s journal to track planting dates, size of daily harvest, pests or 

other crop problems and remedies, volunteer engagement, donations, etc. 
4. Identify a community partner to which to donate excess produce and transport 

produce accordingly.  
5. Coordinate with U.Va. Orientation and New Student Programs to organize tours of the 

garden during orientation sessions. 
6. Increase online presence and engagement via the garden’s email list serve, blog, 

Facebook page, and instagram account. 
  
Apprenticeship, Bellair Farm (~18 hours per week)  

1. Learn and perform farm tasks, including fieldwork, harvesting, post-harvest handling, 
and livestock management. 

2. Participate in weekly “crash course” workshops on topics such as organic pest 
management, weed control, soil fertility, and more.  

3. Strengthen ties with Morven Kitchen Garden interns, who will also be apprenticing at 
Bellair, as well as Bellair crew, apprentices, and volunteers. 



 
Scholarship, U.Va. (~5 hours per week) 

1. Further your knowledge of the intricacies of the food system by completing a reading 
list of six books from the list below. 

a. The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals by Michael Pollan  
b. The Unsettling of America by Wendell Berry 
c. Animal, Vegetable, Miracle by Barbara Kingsolver 
d. A Sand County Almanac by Aldo Leopold  
e. One Straw Revolution by Masanobu Fukuoka 
f. Folks, This Ain’t Normal: A Farmer’s Advice for Happier Hens, Healthier People, and 

a Better World by Joel Salatin 
g. Farmers of Forty Centuries by F. H. King 
h. The Vegetarian Myth: Food, Justice, and Sustainability by Lierre Keith 
i. Rebuilding the Foodshed: How to Create Local, Sustainable, and Secure Food 

Systems by Philip Ackerman-Leist  
j. Food Justice by Robert Gottlieb and Anupama Joshi  

2. Post weekly 500-word reflections on the garden’s blog, drawing connections between 
your reading and your experience in the practice of farming and gardening. 

3. Attend periodic in-person meetings and email check-ins with faculty advisor. 
 
CANDIDATE QUALIFICATIONS  

• Commitment to promoting community-based food systems. 
• Demonstrated ability to work on a team and independently.  
• Experience in gardening, farming, or sustainable agriculture a plus. 
• One of two interns must have a car for transportation. Please indicate if you have a car 

available.  
 
COMPENSATION  

• Competitive stipend of $2,000+ or U.Va. academic credit 
• An abundance of fresh, seasonal produce  
• A hands-on internship and unique educational experience! 

 
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS  
Please submit the following to uvacommunitygarden@gmail.com by February 17, 2016. 

• Cover letter 
• Resume 
• One reference with contact information  
• Brief answers to the following questions:  

o If you could undertake one project of any kind for the U.Va. Community 
Garden, what would it be? How would you accomplish it? 

o Please name three topics related to organic agriculture you are interested in 
learning about. 

 
 
Thank you for your interest! Please contact uvacommunitygarden@gmail.com with questions. 


